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Das Grol3flurstliche Schloss Vilnius (litauisch:
Valdovy ramai), auch Vilniuser Schloss oder
Wilnaer Schloss, war bis 1795 die Residenz der
Grol3fursten von Litauen. Es wurde Anfang des
19. Jahrhunderts zerstort und in den 2000er
Jahren rekonstruiert. Das rekonstruierte Schloss
wurde 2009 als nationales Museum eroffnet.
(Wikipedia)
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Maistas Food at the Vilnius
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Vilniaus ruimuose Sforza’s times

Bona Sforca j Lenkijg i Liet v § s Doland and Lithuania, intoducing
taip patir e zotidky sud vl daliy - Sediniy kopast " " like caulifionsy o nach, matons.
pomidory, agurky ir kt. lralidko v s . ey vl il falian ouising was adopied and gamod
XV1 a. Lictuvos ir Lenkijos aristokrat e a ka . s g t o thee Pojish and LathaNiAn AUISEOOTARY "
atvykus Bonai Sforcai nuo Lictuvos did hig " " ¢ i fi# N ghat with Bons Sorse vival, moad and
staly traukeési midus be t ¢ ¢ et sue Suf ste of the Lithuanian goand dikes.
4 Storsa part with et dalian

fachicns ste dlno noflooted in

& Aupustue duting thol
wguntus had the kwhon
and appouind tealinns 4y
ainnd the same us in the

nei Vilniuje Bona Sforca Neither in K
pokygius valdovo dvaro v These ¢
Zygimanto AUgUsto rezi the 20604
tesidence in V)

in the Vilnius Lower Castle’s pdaoe somadclie
head chefs, while the lomer-tanis

times of Grand Duke Alcxander ageSion

kaygos. Zygimantas August taus Zemutines pilies Li
didigjy kunigaiksdiy rin ¢ o ir paskyré jai

vadovauti italy kilmés v josios grandies virgjai
nesikeité net nuo dic \unigaikidio Aleksandro Jogailai¢io

valdymo laiky. 2ygim ais dar padaugejo egzotisky
maisto produkey, pradéti vartoti kapariai, citrinos, alyvuoges

Valdowo pakylls, Alonsas Sancesas Koeljas, XVIa.

Royal Feast, Alonso Sanchez Coello, 16th century.
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I u a 3 Unijos tarp Lenkijos Karalystés ir Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés akto
9 ° nuoraSas, patvirtintas Lenkijos karaliaus ir Lietuvos didziojo kunigaikscio
I PO I a n d S U n I 0 n of. Zygimanto Augusto, Liublinas, 1569 m. liepos 15 d.
] Copy of the Union of Lublin, certified by the King of Poland and the Grand
s Duke of Lithuania Sigismund Augustus, Lublin, July 15, 1569
L u b I l n 1 6 Archiuwum Gldwne Akt Dawnych w Warszawie
b
Historians have offered conflicting views of Sigismund Augustus as a ruler.
is. Jis rémé Livonijos
.Aetuvos Statuta, -
(aciau jo laikais
tos placios Lietuvos

On the one hand, he supported the annexation of Livonia, implemented

important reforms, ratified the Second Lithuanian Statute, spread Renaissance
C\}\t\n?, and paid considerable attention to Vilnius, On the other hand,
revcnenrly his reign saw the beginning of the draining Livonian War,
niaus ramuose,
s len(onng v1enusumg,
iojo kunigaiks¢io sostg,

nuo Lietuvos atplése ir

: : v the loss of wide
expanses of Lithuania’s territories to Poland, and the form
lolés zemes.

. : ation of the Union
of Lublin, which restricted Lithuania’s sovereignty.
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Sigismun, i
the grand duke’s thrope | ; , Sigl d Augustus abdicated his rights to
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3 Unijos tarp Lenkijos Karalystés ir Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés akto
nuorasas, patvirtintas Lenkijos karaliaus ir Lietuyos didzZiojo kunigaiksio
Zygimanto Augusto, Liublinas, 1569 m. liepos 15 d.

Copy of the Union of Lublin, certified by the King of Poland and the Grand
Duke of Lithuania Sigismund Augustus, Lublin, July 15, 1569
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Sigismund Augustus’
youth and personality

YGALLAICTU DINASTT)A

Kotryna

Steponas Batoras  Jonas I1] Vaza

Zygimanto Augusto genealogija

Sigismund Augustus’ genealogy

L

Marija Moska Padovanas,
1532 m. (vélesnis liejimas)
Obverse of the medal of
young Sigismund Augustus,
Giovanni Maria Mosca
Padovano, 1532 (later
casting)

Muarm Nerodowe w Krakowie

5 Zygimanto Augusto vaikiskas atvaizdas
Image of Sigismund Augustus as a child

1n: Mathise de Mechovi, Chroncs Plonarum, Cracovia, 1521
Litus molslyakademijos by biloeks

Kardas i§ Lietuvos didziojo kunigaiksio ir Lenkijos karaliaus Zygimanto
Augusto kapo, Melchioras Bajeris Vyresnysis, Niurnbergas, 1540 m.
Sword from the tomb of Grand Duke of Lithuania and King of Poland
Sigismund Augustus, Melchior Baier the Elder, Narnberg, 1540
[ ——

Sigismund Augustus was born in 1520 in Krakow’s Wawel Castle. His father Sigismund
the Old named him after himself, while his mother, Bona Sforza, named the heir after the
month of his birth — August. This second name was meant to underline the ambitions of
the Jagiellonian dynasty — in Latin augustus means majestic. Emperors of Ancient Rome as
well as the Habsburg emperors of the Holy Roman Empire, who were in competition with
the Jagiellonians, used this title. Sigi dA was a particularly long ited heir,

as rumours about the end of the Jagiellonian dynasty were already circulating in Europe,
since the fifty-year-old Sigismund had not yet produced an heir,

S A

b ing was in the hands of his mother, Bona Sforza. His tutors.
‘were Italians — doctor of Roman and canon law Giovanni Silvio, who had lectured at
Krakow University, and the head of his mother’s chancellery, Scipione Scolari. Sigismund
Augustus was fluent in Italian, Polish, Latin and German. From his birth, Bona Sforza
gh her searching for ties with the Habsburgs and the Valois,
b for the ducal seats of Gloguv and Mazovia and

f itting his
the throne of Bohemia and Hungary.

" The Lithuanian Council of Lords looked upon his candid
1522 -

Already in
to the grand duke’s throne. On
Hall of the Vilnius residence,

Grand

October 18, 1529, a grand ceremony took place in the Great.
celebrating the raising of the nine-year-old Sigi A

uncil of Lords
two months later, at the
e mund Augustus King of Poland
ung ruler would only take actual control after
y 2d aeh

- goal s that their son would receive the
ive was realised.




Sigismund Augustus’

marriages and his three wives

wife was Elisabeth of Austria (1526-1545), the granddaug
anged the marriage with the Habsburgs

smund the Old had already arr:
in 1527, so from infancy Elisabeth was groomed to become the ruler of Poland and Lithuania. Despite Bona Sforza’s
Sigismund Augustus and Elisabeth married in 1543 in Krakow. The marriage was unhappy,
Elisabeth moved to Vilnius with her husband, where she died a year later.
After the death of his first wife, Sigismund Augustus received offers of marriage from the rulers of England, Italy,
and Prussia. He sent envoys to England and Ferrara. Even the King of France and the Pope became involved in the
negotiations. Despite all these efforts, Sigismund Augustus’ second wife became the Lithuanian noblewoman
Barbara Radziwilt (1520-1551), whom he married secretly in 1547 in Vilnius. News of this wedding was met with
jan Seimas met this news with silence, while in Poland the

disfavour both in Poland and in Lithuania. The Lithuani

news gave rise to a conflict between Sigismund Augustus and his mother Bona Sforza that lasted until her death.
Only after three years of opposition did the Polish elite recognise the marriage, fearing the influence of the Radziwills
could break off the personal union between Lithuania and Poland. Barbara Radziwilt was crowned Queen of Poland
on December 7, 1550. Sigismund Augustus’ marriage to Barbara Radziwilt was joyful, albeit very brief. She died

the following year. Sigismund Augustus accompanied the funeral procession and his wife’

g e wife’s body all th
Krakow to Vilnius, where she was buried next to his first wife, Elisabeth of Austria. Y .
Sigismund Augustus’ third wife was Elisabeth’s younger sister Catherine (x i

i 533-1572). The marria i
1553 for polm'c:d reasons. I.t also proved to be short-lived. In 1566, Catherine depar7ted for Austria fri(;(;;ligace &
to ]P,Oéand or L.lthuama. ng}smund Aggustus believed the astrologists who prophesied that he would prod remrl'rlle'd
?A“ y )l,) mafl Tying a fourth time. Th'at ls.w'hy the ruler sought a divorce or annulment of the marriage tg hi uff i etr
sister, butall his efforts were in vain. Sigismund Augustus did not produce a successor to the throgne anls thr Stvt;;lfe 3
) us the

hter

Sigismund Augustus was married three times. His first

of the Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I. Sigi

opposition to the marriage,
Elisabeth suffered from epilepsy. In 1544,

Lithuanian Gediminid-Jagiellonian dynasty came to an end.



Livrustkammaren

War (1558-15f
and Lithuania

During Sigismund Augustus’ reign Lithuania’s geopolitical situation became
more complicated. Despite a peace treaty with Muscovy, its ruler, Ivan the
Terrible (1533-1584), after overthrowing the khanates of Astrakhan and Kazan,

declared himself tsar and unifier of all Rus’ian lands, thus openly challenging
Lithuania.

In the mid-16th century, Sigismund Augustus proposed the idea of establishing
dominance in the Baltic Sea region (Dominium Maris Baltici). This was a goal
of Lithuania’s other neighbours as well, who also recognised that Livonia was
in decline. Lithuania had not only political but also economic and mercantile
interests in Livonia. The intent of establishing dominance in the Baltic was to
expand trade with Polotsk and Vitebsk via the Daugava River and have complete
control over Europe’s ties with Muscovy.

English and Dutch merchants traded with Muscovy via Riga, Lithuania, or the
White Sea. They, like Muscovy, sought to maintain direct ties. Threatened by
Muscovy’s growing strength, Sigismund Augustus attempted to enlist Prussia

(ruled by his cousin Albrecht), Gdansk, and Denmark as allies against England.

aoriaus An internal conflict arose in Livonia in the mid-16th century. T
furnbergas, a pretext for Lithuania to support /ilhe
fjungra. Augustus’ cousin, an

‘Radvila Juodasis -

kunigaikitis ir Lenkijos karalius Zygimantas
Is Dankersas de Rij (?), apie 1643 m.
Lithuania and King of Poland Sigismund

#r Danckers de Rij (7), ca 1643

us Voivode, and

$5), Kunz Lochner,
miain 1561 as a resultof
+One of the key figures

e~ o Husens Koy

2 [0, 25t Aot paracini

ai, Kuncas Lochneris, Niurnbergas, XVIa. Sestasis deSimemetis
Parade armour of Sigismund Augustus, Kunz Lochner, Nirberg, 15505

During Sigismund Augustus’ reign Lithuania’s geopolitical situation became
more complicated. Despite a peace treaty with Muscovy, its ruler, Ivan the
Terrible (1533-1584), after overthrowing the khanates of Astrakhan and Kazan,

declared himself tsar and unifier of all Rus’ian lands, thus openly challenging
Lithuania.

In the mid-16th century, Sigismund Augustus proposed the idea of establishing
dominance in the Baltic Sea region (Dominium Maris Baltici). This was a goal

of Lithuania’s other neighbours as well, who also recognised that Livonia was
in decline. Lithuania had not only political but also economic and mercantile
interests in Livonia. The intent of establishing dominance in the Baltic was to
expand trade with Polotsk and Vitebsk via the Daugava River and have complete
control over Europe’s ties with Muscovy.

English and Dutch merchants traded with Muscovv via Riea Tithiiania mr she
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Zygimantas Augustas, XVII a.

Grand Duke of Lithuania and King of Poland
Sigismund Augustus, 17th century

Muzeum Narodowe w Warszawie
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recognition as
grand duke

Stephen Bathory pledged to abide by the Pacta Conventa [Latin for
“articles of agreement” between the nobility of the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth and their newly elected king] in Transylvania on
February 18, 1576. He crossed into Poland on March 16, and was
crowned King of Poland and Grand Duke of Lithuania on May 1 in
Krakow, without any Lithuanians participating.

The Lithuanian Seimas recognized Bathory as the Grand Duke of
Lithuania on June 29, 1576 (over seven months after his election and
nearly three months after his coronation as King of Poland). They did
so in return for his promises to respect the Grand Duchy’s political
autonomy, to turn over the private estates which Sigismund the

Old left to his sister Anna to the Lithuanian treasury, to convene the
Commonwealth’s Sejm alternately in Lithuania and Poland, appoint
only Lithuanians to the position of Hetman of Lithuania (head of the
Lithuanian military), and to compensate the Grand Duchy for lands
lost to Poland on the eve of the Union of Lublin with other lands,
among other promises. They did so also because of the growing threat
of war with Muscovy.

Despite the fact that the Lithuanian political nation recognised Stephen
Bathory only after receiving his word that political concessions would
be made, his subsequent actions and policies in fact strengthened
Lithuania’s positions in the union with Poland. Wanting to realize

his own goals, Stephen Bathory exploited the disagreements between
Lithuania and Poland, and in doing so strengthened Lithuania’s
autonomy. When obstacles arose in the Commonwealth’s Sejm, he
would convene the Vilnius Convocations, which were in essence
separate Lithuanian diets. Stephen Bathory did not give in to pressure
from Poland and kept Livonia under the common rule of Lithuania
and Poland. Even though Lithuania hesitated to acknowledge Stephen
Bathory as grand duke and raised conditions for his reign, history has
shown that he was in fact one of the best rulers Lithuania ever had.

in the Livonian War

0’s

Lietuva Stepono Batoro
laikais, XVI a. antra pusé

Lithuania during the reign
of Stephen Bathory,
late 16th century

B Lictuvos Didzifi Kunigaiklysé
Grand Duchy of Lithuania
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(Gediminaj¢iai)
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Adomas Mickevicius ant Ajudaho uolos,
Valentinas Vankavicius, XIX a. pirma pusé
1§ Lietuvos kiles poetas XIX a. Europos
pavergty tauty buvo laikomas Laisvés
pranasu ir Romantizmo simboliu.
Adam Mickiewicz on the Ayu-Dag, Valentinas
Vankavi¢ius, first half of the 19™ century
The Lithuanian-born poet was considered
a prophet of liberation among 19"-century
Europe's subjugated peoples and a symbol
of Romanticism,

Kunigaikstis Adomas Jurgis Cartoriskis,
Juozapas Oleskevicius, XIX a. pirma pusé
Kunigaikstis XIX a. lietuviy ir lenky
emigranty bei disidenty buvo laikomas
egziliniu Lenkijos ir Lietuvos valdovu.
Prince Adam Jerzy Czartoryski, Juozapas
Oleskevicius, first half of the 19 century
The prince was considered the leader-
in-exile of Poland and Lithuania by
Lithuanian and Polish emigrants and
dissidents in the 19® century.

Lietuvos nacionalinis muzigjus
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